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SE U.S. Summer Storms —
More Severe due to Pollution?

June—August Mean Rain Rate vs. Day of Week
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. TRMM (Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission) shows midweek increase in
summer rain intensity and rain amounts over inland southeast U.S.

. Well-known midweek increase in pollution believed to be the cause.

. Storm intensification over land is believed to be causing the midweek
suppression of rain over nearby ocean (i.e., “remote” aerosol effect).

Bell et al., 2008: J. Geophys. Res.
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